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UM TO OFFER PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MANSFIELD’S LIFE 
MISSOULA-
The University of Montana will host a celebration of the life and legacy of Mike 
Mansfield Wednesday, Oct. 17, at the University Theatre.
Beginning at 7 p.m., the public is invited to view an exhibit of photos and Maureen and 
Mike Mansfield memorabilia in the theater’s rotunda while listening to some of the couple’s 
favorite songs played by musicians from the University community. Items to be displayed are 
from the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Archives, located within UM’s Mansfield Library.
The official celebration gets under way at 7:30 p.m. Among the evening’s speakers will 
be George McGovern, former U.S. Senator from South Dakota and a close friend of the 
Mansfields. McGovern, who spends much of his time with his family in the Bitterroot Valley, 
will talk about Mansfield’s domestic accomplishments. The event takes place during a mid-week 
break in the annual Mansfield Conference that starts Monday on campus.
UM Mansfield Center Director Phil West, President George Dennison and Regents 
Professor Paul Lauren will give brief remarks about Mansfield’s work in international affairs and 
accomplishments as ambassador to Japan; Mansfield’s strong ties to UM as its most prominent 
alum; and Mansfield’s character and commitment to Montana.
-more-
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Mansfield rose from the Butte copper mines to attend UM, where he became a history 
professor after earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in that discipline. He later represented 
Montana in the U.S. House and Senate from 1942 to 1977, serving as Senate majority leader 
longer than anyone in U.S. history. He was ambassador to Japan during 1977-88.
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